Communion of Saints

a.k.a. " Catholic Hall of Fame"
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St. Catherine of Siena
Doctor of the Church
Feast Day: April 29
Name meaning: pure one
Patron: Fire prevention, Italy
B. 1347 - D. 1380

The 25th child of a wool dyer in northern Italy, St. Catherine started having mystical
experiences when she was only 6, seeing guardian angels as clearly as the people they
protected. She became a Dominican tertiary when she was 16, and continued to have
visions of Christ, Mary, and the saints. St. Catherine was one of the most brilliant
theological minds of her day, although she never had any formal education. She
persuaded the Pope to go back to Rome from Avignon, in 1377, and when she died she
was endeavoring to heal the Great Western Schism. In 1375 Our Lord give her the
Stigmata, which was visible only after her death. Her spiritual director was Blessed
Raymond of Capua. St, Catherine's letters, and a treatise called "a dialogue™ are
considered among the most brilliant writings in the history of the Catholic Church. She
died when she was only 33, and her body was found incorrupt in 1430.



St. Timothy

Feast Day: January 26

Name meaning: honoring God

Patron: intestinal disorders; stomach diseases
Died: stoned to dead in 97

Born at Lystra, Lycaenia, Timothy was the son of a Greek father and Eunice, a converted
Jewess. He joined St. Paul when Paul preached at Lystra replacing Barnabas, and became
Paul's close friend and confidant. Paul allowed him to be circumcised to placate the Jews,
since he was the son of a Jewess, and he then accompanied Paul on his second missionary
journey. When Paul was forced to flee Berea because of the enmity of the Jews there,
Timothy remained, but after a time was sent to Thessalonica to report on the condition of
the Christians there and to encourage them under persecution, a report that led to Paul's
first letter to the Thessalonians when he joined Timothy at Corinth. Timothy and Erastus
were sent to Macedonia in 58, went to Corinth to remind the Corinthians of Paul's
teaching, and then accompanied Paul into Macedonia and Achaia. Timothy was probably
with Paul when the Apostle was imprisoned at Caesarea and then Rome, and was himself
imprisoned but then freed. According to tradition, he went to Ephesus, became its first
bishop, and was stoned to death there when he opposed the pagan festival of Katagogian
in honor of Diana. Paul wrote two letters to Timothy, one written about 65 from
Macedonia and the second from Rome while he was in prison awaiting execution.



St. Andrew the Apostle

Consider to be the first Youth Minister

Feast Day: November 30

Name meaning: strong, manly

Patron: fisherman

Died: crucified on a saltire (x-shaped) cross in Greece

The first Apostle. Fisherman. Brother of Simon Peter. Follower of John the Baptist. Went
through life leading people to Jesus, both before and after the Crucifixion. Missionary in
Asia Minor and Greece, and possibly areas in modern Russia and Poland. Martyred on an
saltire (x-shaped) cross, he is said to have preached for two days from it.



St. John Bosco

Feast Day: January 31

Name meaning: God is gracious; gift of God

Patron: youth

Born: 1815 at Becchi, Castelnuovo d'Asti, Piedmont, Italy
Died: 1888 at Turin, Italy

John's father died when the boy was 2 years old, and as soon as he was old enough to do
odd jobs, he did so for extra money for his family. Bosco would go to circuses, fairs and
carnivals, practice the tricks he saw magicians perform, and then present one-boy shows.
After his performance, while he still had an audience of boys, he would repeat the homily
he had heard earlier in church.

Worked as a tailor, baker, shoemaker, and carpenter while attending college and the
seminary. Ordained in 1841. Teacher. Worked with youth, finding places where they
could meet, play and pray, teaching catechism to orphans and apprentices. Chaplain in a
hospice for girls. Wrote short treatises aimed at explaining the faith to children, and then
taught children how to print them. Friend of Saint Joseph Cafasso, whose biography he
wrote, and confessor to Blessed Joseph Allamano. Founded the Salesians of Don Bosco
(SDB) in 1859, priests who work with and educate boys, under the protection of Our
Lady, Help of Chistians, and Saint Francis de Sales. Founded the Daughters of Mary,
Help of Christians in 1872, and Union of Cooperator Salesians in 1875.



St. Aloysius Gonzaga
" Patron Saint of Youth"
Feast Day: June 21
Born: March 9 1568 at castle of Castiglione delle Stivieri in Montau, Lombardy, Italy
Died: June 20-21 1591 at Rome of plague, fever, and desire to see God;
relics entombed under the altar of Saint Ignatius Church, Rome

Italian noble who grew up in a castle, the son of a compulsive gambler. Cousin of Saint
Rudolph Acquaviva. Trained from age four as a soldier and courtier. Suffered from
kidney disease which he considered a blessing as it left him bed-ridden with time for
prayer. While still a boy himself, he taught catechism to poor boys. Received First
Communion from Saint Charles Borromeo. At age 18 he signed away his legal claim to
his family's lands and title to his brother, and became a Jesuit novice.Spiritual student of
Saint Robert Bellarmine. Tended plague victims in Rome in the outbreak of 1591.



St. Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows

Feast Day: February 27

Name meaning: God is my strength; God is mighty;
strong man of God; the strength of God

Patron: clerics, students, young people in general

Born: March 1, 1838 at Assisi, Italy

Died: February 27, 1862 at Abruzzi, Italy of tuberculosis

One of thirteen children. After a youth devoted to the world and society, attending the
theatre, chasing women and the hunt, he was led to the Passionist Order by Our Lady. His
life was not marked by great events or controversy, but given to prayer, sacrifice, and a
devotion to Our Lady and the contemplation of her sorrows over the suffering of Jesus.
Many miracles are attributed to him after his death. Cured Saint Gemma Galgani when
she prayed to him.Pope Benedict XV gave him as a pattern for young people.

Information taken from:
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